Communication exercise

Aim: 

Shows how difficult communication between two persons can be; that people are predictable/prejudiced and are lead by different understandings and views.

Equipment: 
Sheet with symbols, and pen and paper.

Time: 

15-20 minutes

Level: 

All

Content:

· Ask each student to draw one symbol. It is important that the students do not show the symbol to each other. 

· When the students are finished drawing they sit down back to back so that they cannot see each other.

· One student starts explaining how his/her symbol looks like, while the other one tries to draw the symbol. The students are only allowed to communicate verbally, and the student who draws is allowed to ask questions. After 5 minutes they change roles, and the student that first described the symbol will now try to draw the symbol the other student is describing.

· The students can then compare the original drawings against the one that the other student has drawn from the descriptions given.

· Then discuss in the class:

· Was it hard to describe and draw?

· What is the purpose of this exercise?

· Can this exercise be related to real situations?

· Can this exercise tell us something about how difficult it can be to solve a conflict (because people have strong opinions about how things are or should be)?

