The king and the queen


Aim: 
Illustrating how difficult it is to allocate the guilt 

Equipment: 
The story about the king and the queen.

Time: 

30 – 45 minutes

Level: 

Middle, youth and advanced

Content:

The story about the king and the queen.

The king is about to go on a long journey. He loves his queen, but he suspects her to have a relationship to another man. For that reason he gives orders to the guards to kill the queen if the queen leaves the castle while he is away. The king tells the queen about his decision before he leaves.

When the king has left, the queen is being contacted by her lover who asks her if she wants to come to him. The queen says she is afraid she is not able to because of the king’s decision that she will be killed if she leaves the castle. But her lover tells her that he has to see her and that it is extremely important that she comes the same evening.

The queen tells one of the guards that she has to leave the castle and the guard promises to help her secretly in and out of the castle. But it is important that the queen returns before midnight when the guard goes off duty. 

The queen goes to see her lover and returns to the castle well in time. But the guard that has promised to help her has fallen asleep and another guard spots the queen outside the castle. Loyal to his king he kills the queen. 

· Distribute the story about the king and the queen to the students. Ask the students to read the story individually. Then place the students in groups. The pupils are then to decide who is to blame for the queen’s death and range the different persons (King, queen, lover, the guard that let the queen out and the guard that killed her.) according to guilt.

Give the students 20 minutes for the discussion.

· Present the answers in the class. Can the class agree on a common ranking?

· Then discuss if it was hard to reach an agreement. In that case, what is the reason? Do people perceive reality differently? Is it possible to draw parallels from this story to real conflicts?

· Is rights based mediation the best way to go forward? Are there other ways (needs-based?)

