Monicas's choice


Aim: 
Illustrating how difficult it is to allocate the guilt 

Equipment: 
The story of Monica's choice.

Time: 

30 – 45 minutes

Level: 

Middle, youth and advanced

Content:

The story of Monica's choice
Monica lives on one side of a large river. Her sweetheart, David lives on the other. The bridge and all the boats have been destroyed in a storm save one: Peter's boat, which he will not lend to anybody. So the only way across the river is to ask Peter to take her across.
Monica hasn't seen David for several months since the great storm, and her longing for him is eating her up. She has asked Peter several times to take her across, but he says that either she must pay a lot of money or have sex with him. 

Monica goes to her friend Anna and asks to borrow the money. Anna has the money, but she is jealous of Monica's relationship with Peter, so she makes excuses, and refuses.

In the end Monica's longing for David is so great that she gives way, and has sex with Peter. Peter then takes her across the river.

When she is finally in David's arms, she is so distraught that she pours out the whole story to him. His reaction is negative: he calls here a whore, and says he will have nothing more to do with her and pushes her away.
Monica is desperate. She meets David's friend Thomas, and tells him the whole story. Thomas rather fancies Monica, and thinks that he can gain her favour if he takes her part. He goes to David and quarrels with him. They end up having a huge fight, and both get hurt. 

· Distribute the story about Monica's choice to the students. Ask the students to read the story individually. Then place the students in groups. The pupils are then to decide who is to blame for the fight and range the different persons (Monica, Peter, Anna, David or Thomas according to guilt.

Give the students 20 minutes for the discussion.

· Present the answers in the class. Can the class agree on a common ranking?

· Then discuss if it was hard to reach an agreement. In that case, what is the reason? Do people perceive reality differently? Is it possible to draw parallels from this story to real conflicts?

· Is rights based mediation the best way to go forward? Are there other ways (needs-based?)

