
THE PLAY ABOUT NORMANN OLSEN

(note: the names and nationalities in this game must be altered to suit the class!)
Goal:

Contributes to knowledge about where every-day-articles come from, and focuses on 

our prejudices

Equipment:
Requisites and costumes may be such as: Norwegian flag, bed with blanket, pyjamas, 

slippers, soap, razor, orange juice, sugar, coffee, newspaper, umbrella, etc.



You can always only pretend to have the different things.

Duration:
To prepare: 
Give two students 30 minutes to prepare.



To perform:
Max. 10 minutes.

Age:

Middle school and college.

Content:




The play is performed by two people; one narrator and one who plays Normann Olsen.


The actor may improvise with words and minor lines that fits in, humming and whistling.


This happens while he or she does the actions in the play.


The connection between the two actors has to be good, and it will be opportunity to act on 


one another. There are lots of room for variations.

N=Narrator

NO=Normann Olsen

Dialogue:

N:
Normann Olsen is Norwegian,. He’s proud of it.

NO:
“The foreigners are crap. They talk funny, have strange religions, eat weird food.


No, they’re good for nothing. Norway would do just fine without Foreign Countries“.

N:
Normann Olsen says this as he wakes up in his bed, which is an invention from the Middle 
East. He crawls out from his woollen blanket made of wool from Australia and the bed sheet  
of cotton from Sudan. He wrenches off his pyjamas, a clothing from India. Then he puts on his 
slippers, an Indian invention.


In the bathroom he washes with soap, as the Arabs have taught us. He shaves, a ritual from 
ancient Mesopotamia (NO whistles and is in a good mood).


He goes to the kitchen and looks out the window.

NO:
“How it rains today! Well, at least I won’t have to wash the windows”

N:
Yes, perhaps? But I don’t think Normann Olsen knows that it was the Egyptians who invented 
the glass (NO gets the paper)

NO.
“lets see… anything interesting happened lately… hmm. War is developing in Balkan. No, 
that’s too far out. Hunger disaster in Sudan. Oh no, nothing for me… what? Mette Marit and 
Haakon/the royal family have an acquaintance from Morocco?! No, this is too much!”


(NO reads on with great interest.)

N.
…Olsen snorts, as he read letters developed by the Romans - on paper first produced by the 
Chinese. Now Olsen is ready to go to work. Since it is raining outside, he gets his umbrella.

NO: 
What luck it was sale on umbrellas at the mall. Good, Norwegian quality.

N:
But Olsen, this umbrella is made in Korea.

NO:
“What? (looks sceptically at the umbrella) Korea…? But…?”

N:
And the first to ever use an umbrella was the Indians. Ok. Then Normann Olsen is ready to go 
to work.

NO:
“Ah, its so good to be free and happy. At least I’m a good person. Thank Jesus for that.”

N:
Says Normann Olsen, as he sends a thanks to a Jew who rarely fraternized with 


ignorant people.

(The play is from FN-sambandets skolehefte Globus nr. 2/2001)

Follow up questions:

· 
Discuss with the class what this play tells us.

· 
How would Norway do without the rest of the world?

· 
Besides the cheese cutter and the paperclip, what are Norway’s most important contributions to 
 the world society?

· 
Why are Europe and USA the richest, and the rest of the world poor?

·  
25% of the world’s population is using 80% of the total resources. What are possible 
 
 consequences of this?


