Throwing stones


Aim: 

Focus on a very important aspect of conflict resolution. Behind one action there can be many reasons.

Equipment: 
Paper 

Time: 

30 minutes

Level: 

Middle and youth

Content:

· Organise the class in groups of 4-6

· Tell the story:

A late Tuesday evening three young people sneak (?) around the streets. They are wearing dark clothes and hats and scarves cover their heads and faces. They stop outside a MC Donald’s Restaurant, take up a few bricks from a bag, and break the windows of the restaurant. 

· Ask the students to make up the pre-story to this situation internally in each group.  Why did they break the windows?

· Ask the groups to present their explanations in plural. (Usually there are many different explanations to one situation/happening.)

Following-up questions:

· What do you think this exercise try to show us in relation to conflict resolution?

· Choose a happening in a war situation (for example a suicide bomber in Iraq or Israel). Discuss possible explanations, both obvious and underlying reasons.

· In a conflict negotiation situation, how can we identify the reasons for an action? Write down the proposals on the blackboard.

